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L aura Christine Venable, called Christine by friends and family, passed away

from the effects of dementia on May 11, 2025, in her home of Fallbrook,
California with her husband and son by her side.

Christine was born on February 25, 1951 in Pittsburgh, PA, to Robert McGregor and Anna "Sandy"
Babyak. She was raised in Dormont, PA by Sandy and her husband Michael Babyak alongside her

brothers Bob and Larry.

Christine graduated from Keystone Oaks High School in 1969 and went on to earn a Bachelor's

Degree in History from West Virginia Wesleyan College. She moved to Denver, Colorado where
she met and married her spouse Russell Venable on June 20th, 1980. The couple had 2 children,
Hunter Venable and Catherine Osterritter.

Christine enjoyed hosting dinners with Russ for their friends and family. She enjoyed collecting
cookbooks, often reading a new one like one would read a novel, and watching cooking shows on
TV.

She was a passionate supporter of the arts, participating in drama and music groups across her
life. From playing flute in the school band, to touring with the choir in college, and performing

with the handbell choir at the Methodist church as an adult. She enjoyed attending concerts with
her son Hunter.

Another strong passion of Christine's was baseball. She was raised a Pittsburgh Pirate's fan by her

season ticket-holding parents. She encouraged this interest in her children by taking them to
Colorado Rockies games growing up. Once she moved to California, she even served as an usher

at the ballpark for the San Diego Padres. She enjoyed watching and listening to the Pirates games
right up to her passing.

A maybe lesser known interest and hobby of Christine's was sewing. She created dresses and other

clothes for her daughter, cross stitch ornaments as gifts for friends and family, and even started
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up an Etsy store from her CA home to sell her crocheted crafts.

She loved travel. Never lost, but rather "exploring", a phrase she shared with her dad and brothers.

During the last decade she documented her many adventures with her husband Russ as they
explored up and down the West Coast, Chicago, Hawaii and more.

Christine is survived by her loving husband Russ Venable, son Hunter Venable (Cheryl), daughter
Catherine Osterritter (Luke), brother Larry Babyak (Nancy), sister-in-law Donna McGregor, and
four grandchildren (Harper, Isabel, Lochlan, and Everett).

Christine is preceded in death by her father Robert McGregor, step-father Michael "Mike" Babyak,
mother Anna "Sandy" Babyak, and older brother Robert "Bob" McGregor. She will be laid to rest

alongside Mike and Sandy.

Visitation will be held Friday, at 4:00 PM at Jefferson Memorial Funeral Home.

The service for Laura Christine Venable will be held on Saturday, at 10:00 AM at Jefferson

Memorial Mausoleum.

Burial: Jefferson Memorial Park, Pittsburgh, PA.

Memorial donations can be made in Laura's name to the United Methodist Committee on Relief

(https://umcmission.org/ways-to-give/)

Obituary Laura Christine Venable
FEB  25, 1951 -  MAY  11, 2025

PAGE 4 OF 8

https://umcmission.org/ways-to-give/


Funeral Service

Jefferson Memorial Mausoleum

401 Curry Hollow Road, Pittsburgh PA 15236
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JK Joyce Kettren lit a candle in honor of Laura.

Friends since we were three years of age, Chris's passing is so difficult to think

about. I hope you're at peace now, dear friend.

July 3 at 9:49 PM

TD The Panlilio’S-Tony, Andrea, Dez, Declan sent an Arrive in Style to the Venable

family.

May 23 at 10:38 PM

JW John, Carol, Kelly And Sean Werner sent an Arrive in Style to the Venable family.

May 22 at 2:48 PM

CS Cousins Margie And Paul Stuck sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the

Venable family.

May 22 at 2:00 PM

Maria Muzzi posted:

I remember at Catherine's and Luke's wedding, Mrs. Venable was talking about how close Hunter

and Catherine are. She seemed very proud of that

May 22 at 1:33 PM

Anonymous sent an Enchanted Cottage to the Venable family.

May 21 at 8:50 PM
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PD Phyl & Diana planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Laura.

May 21 at 8:50 PM

HF Hunter’S Afi Family sent a Beautiful Dreams to the Venable family.

May 21 at 1:49 PM

Peggy Gastner posted:

I am so saddened by Chris's passing. We were roommates for all 4 years at West Virginia Wesleyan.

Pre-marriage days, we visited both in Buffalo and Pittsburgh, and we enjoyed our Phillies/Pirates

rivalry. So many memories. I know how much she loved her family! May your good memories bring

you some comfort at this sad time.

May 21 at 11:03 AM

CB Christy And Robert Buttermilch sent a Country Basket Blooms to the Venable

family.

May 20 at 11:06 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Laura by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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